A significant event at the conference was the Awards Ceremony sponsored by the Journal of Family Nursing. Both Dr. Päivi Åstedt-Kurki from Finland (Saveman, 2009) and Dr. Marcia Van Riper from the United States (Knafl, 2009) The Iceland conference also marked an historic milestone in family nursing with the creation of the International Family Nursing Association (IFNA; for more information see: http://www.internationalfamilynursing.org). Since the first International Family Nursing Conference in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, in 1988, family nurses have functioned without a formal infrastructure and aided by (a) the largesse of various colleagues and universities who hosted, organized, and assumed significant financial risk for the international conferences and (b) the Journal of Family Nursing, which offered a way to communicate and report the science. A coordinating committee composed of Dr. Catherine (Kit) Chesla, Dr. Kathleen Knafl, Dr. Donna Curry, and Dr. Janice Bell began exploring options for a family nursing association after the 7th International Family Nursing Conference in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, in 2005 . The work of the coordinating committee led to a vote at the 9th International Family Nursing Conference in Iceland to support in principle the creation of a formal organization. Funding for IFNA for a 2-year period has been generously offered from Minnesota State University, Mankato, which is the site of The Glen Taylor Nursing Institute for Family and Society (Eggenberger & Meiers, 2008) . Membership in IFNA is currently being recruited, and an election of the first slate of officers will occur in October 2009.
The Iceland conference reminds me of a quote written 2500 years ago. It has mistakenly been attributed to the U.S. Postal Service but was actually penned by the Greek historian, Herodotus, about the Persian couriers he held in high esteem. The original work reads, "Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night stays these courageous couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds" (retrieved from http://www.quotationspage.com/ quote/24166.html). I would like to revise this quote as a tribute to the Iceland conference organizers: Neither snow, nor rain, nor national economic collapse, nor the H1N1 Level 5 flu pandemic stayed these courageous, resilient Icelandic conference organizers from the completion of their task of creating a wonderful, welcoming context for our meeting over 4 days . . . nor did these obstacles discourage those who flew from the corners of the earth to connect together.
The 10th International Family Nursing Conference will return to Asia, this time hosted in Kyoto, Japan, by the Japanese Association for Research in Family Nursing from June 25 to June 27, 2011. The theme of the conference is "Making Family Nursing Visible: From Knowledge Building to Knowledge Translation," and it is ably chaired by Dr. Michiko Moriyama of Hiroshima University. For more information, see the conference Web site at http://www.ifnc2011.org.
